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FIRE SVERPRE 
SING: OF MONSIEVR 
Soubizes army, and the taking of the | 


caſtle of Chawme , the King being in the - 
 feeldinperſon, 


—— ===; HE King being departed frem ' 
” ! Nantes the teltth of Aprill, deter- 
; FE [27-4 | mined to lodge the ſamenighlit ata 
Wecl i 01 place called: rie/le-Fyne, Giſtant 
_Y Ne 4 fine leagues from theſame townr: - 
Saad thc next day his Maieſtie remeued 
three leagues necrer his enemies. - 
The 14, day hee appointed the generall- Rendezuoms 
for his whole Army betwcene- A/premont and Com + 
muquicrs, befitting places for ſuch a purpoſe , (en- 
ding to.the Count de bs Roch-foucalt to bring thither - 
| hisforces alſo, and ſo vnite them with his Maicſties: | 
butwhen his Maicſtie was aduertiſed that the Lord 
| &Soubize-was retired with his troopes or ariny to- 
| ward the Rewdeznous of Aſpremont, confilting of five 
 0r-fixe thouſand foote, fiue hundred- horſe , three 
| Preces of great Artillerie, and foure field® peecos of 
| . tron , he aduanced forward with a full 'reſoluti- - 
on, and ardent deſire to fight with himand ſo came 
 toavillage called Cha/ans:herc he was advifed by 
} Lord the Prince of Conde,that ſeeing he had ſent for 
"| t% forces of the Count:4de le Roch-foucalt to. ioyne 
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with his treopes , it were not amiſſeto attend the” 


_ honre of their cornming together. For the 


.ord Sonbize and his armie was lodged withinan]. 


land called &5e y very difficult for accefle, and very | 
- dangerous to ſurprize , as hauing onely three or | 
foure ſtreight paſſages for conduction, wherein two } 
or three men cou!d but march ia front, 
| The fifteenth day ofthe faid month, the King was 
mounted by three of the clocke in the morning, and 
with his whole troopes , ſet forward to the place, 
where Count de a Roch-Foucalt, and all his torces 
attended the Kings appoyntment, with whoſe piq- 
ners and ſouldiers, in his owne preſence, hee railed 
three ſeuerall forts or skonces neare the {ayd Land, 
and neare the place wherg the enemy played riioſt 
with the cannon and defended themſelues. © 
But his Maieſtie all on fire , and refolued ro goe 
forward in his enterpriſe, not regarding whart the 
cannoncould doe, and lcfle caring what the enemy 
durſt attempt, ſentmy Lord the Prince of Copae, 
with all the remainder of the Infantery on foote,and 
{ome men of armes toenter vpon the aid Iland : but 
you mult conſider , that his Maieſtie had firſt ap- | 
poynted the Lord Marſhall de yiery , with theRe | 
giment of his guard to take poſſeſhon of the place; | 
with whom. were accomdanyed the Lordes Z«met, 
and de-ſwrillae Marſhalls of the Campe , who ſtill 
keptneare the ſayd Marſhall de Yiery., vntill hee had F 
entred the Iland, and taken vp his lodging: then } 
Gid they quarter themſclues.. Shortly after, asyou | 
have heard , cate Monſieur Princede Profs, witl | 
Baſſompienre te firſt Matſhall of the ficld, _ 1 
autho- | 
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| ; E 2uthori ty and endeuours brought all the reſt of the 


horſe to ioyne with the ſaydRegiment of the guard, 


& - whoonly were firſt lodged within the Tland : where- 
T vpon they prepared themſclues readily and withall 


diligence, to obey their Commanders , but could 


| notdocitſo foone, but they were diſcouered by the 
| -enemy , who ſent out foure hundred horle to ſer vp- 
' pon eE 


Prince of Comdes forces before the army of 


| the King could approach, and vnice themſclues: 
' whichwhenthe Prince of Coxdeperceined, and ap- 


prehended, that they were reſolute to figitt, he reti- 


- redhimſelte a little, and ſent with all ſpeede to ad- 
- yertiſe his Maieſtie whathad chanced,-and that, if it 


pleaſed. him, 'hee mightnow aduance forward with- 
the reſt;of his army into the Ifand ;: which the King 


© preſently and nobly accofnpliſhed, comming to the 


placewhere my Lord the Prince was, and fo thereſt: 
ina manner .as ſoanefollowed , wherehis Maicſtic - 


Wes, 


_ This performed, hee tooke preſent order for two. 


 fpceiall things : the one was to ſupply the wants of 
\ the ſouldiers with bread ;.for they had faſted long, . 
| andfoallthat wereneare his perfon had a Donatiue 
| outof his owne ſtore, orif you will , his principail 
| Baker; and the reſt had a gratuity from other places 
| theother was to quarter the horſe within the Towne 
| Of S; Johnde Mons, ſome balte a mile from thence, 
' wherein hee vied ſuch indgement and prouidence, 
| thathe preuented many miſchiefes. For he preſently 
| {ent ro the Count de /s Reche-foxcalt , to abandon- 
one part of his quarter, which the ſame day hee had 
'F kenpoſſeſhan of in the preſence of his Maieſty,and- 


retire 


retire to the Towne of Saint Ger , waking vie of 
the ſame far the better refreſhing of his wearied 
troupes , letting the enemy alone vncill better op. 
portuvity , But as-this was adoing , theskowtes 
aduertiſed his Maieſtie , that the enemy prepared 
themſelues to retire to ſome better ſecurity by the 
Sea; which when the Tide went out, they might 
welldoe, through Foords and. Waſhes : : But the 
King vnderſtanding hereof, ſent fiue hundred of the 
Regiment de la Bergerie, vnder the commaund of 
Capraine d'Eſcars, to guarde the places and pal- 
lages. | _ 
Now you muſt confider , that his Maiciſte had 
endured a.tedious.trauell, and akinde of a penance: 
Forhe was on horſebacke, from three of the clocke 
in the morning, to fixe at night, and neuer diſmoun- 
ted , by reaſon hee was to paſſe ouer a little Creeke 
of the Sea, which he could not doe, butat a lowe 
water, nor was then to be done , vntill hee had his. 
forces rogerher, and thus he was enforced to watch 
forthe Tide, which was not lowe enough till nine 
of the clocke at night, at which time the foote had a 
Rendez49s appoynted,and a watch-word to attend, 
and the horſe might eaſily inde a way through the 
Foords and knowne VVaſhes of the place, But when 
it was confidered , that the paſſage for the ſoote was 
a quarter of a league from the Foordes of the horſe, 
and rhat the King, cuen in the middeſt of his iourny 
ſtanding dcepe in the water , had notice, thatthe 
foore could not yer goe oner , as hauing the Seavp 
to their neckes, he was aduiſed by many not to make 


too much haſte , nor paſſe with his horſe alone, : | 
© 


_ (5) 
i theenemymighttakeaduantape of the lame,and fy 
 ypon kim norfully prouided, 0 > 


 Neuertheleſſe his vadanted Maicſty,vniting roge- 
ther his reſolution-with the generoſity of his ſpirir,Ze 


{coming to giue way vnto any.diffculties ina buſts. 


neſſe of ſuch importance , wherein a Princes word. 


was engaged, commaunded forward, and finding - 


thenight to be very darke.and obſcure, welcommed 


the opportunity, .and all alone with his horſe ouers-.- 


came the difficulty being: five hundred with the /9- 


lautiers, and others , and no more, For you muſt- 


| know, he had left three hundred horſe and fifty Cara- 


bines with Count de la Roche fencalt, to guarde the 


reare, and defend the carriages. . 
By this time was the houre approached thatthe. 
foote might paſſe, who when they had founded 


thechannels, quickely aduentured their perſons,and” 


made ſuch diligence and ſpecde that they paſſed 0 
ver in good order , For the Lords de Baſſompierre, 


and de Palſuus Frontenac Maſter of the Campe with” 
| theRegimentof Navarre had the Far in this butt- - 


neſſe,, and vſed the diſcipline of Silence, Patience, 
Trauell and Obedience : then followed. the Regi- 
ments ofthe Garde , and Normandy, and when they. 
found the water but vp to the girdle-ſted , it was a 
wonder to behold how foone they paſſed. For with- 
in-one halfe houre they were quickely embartelled 
neare vnto his Maieſty, and drawne vp fo formally, 
that the King commended both the Officers and the 
Souldiers, the one for their martiall knowledge,the 
other for their ſubmiſſion and readineſſe.  . _ 
By that timeall was done, the: Sea returned,and 
the floud came-in apace 3 ſo thathis Maicſty had the 


ſea 


{6) 
Sea on his right hand , and this paſſage behind him, 
. wherby there was now no retiring, 8: the enemy muſk 
 citherfight, oryceld; which when the King vnder- 
. ftood, it is rather to beadmired., then commended 
with what courage and dire&ion he proceeded :For 
when he ſaw the paſſages, ouer which his foot came, 
. being five hundred paces broad, all coucred with 
water ,. and apprehended the toyle and labour they 
. endured, being, as the Prouerb is , dropping dry, 
and weary , and wet in their Stations, - he roadein - 
' amongſt them to comfort them, When they againe 
 recollefted themſclues to caft vp the Kings accounts 
. ofhis watchings all night, ofhis weariſomneſle, and 
trauell , of the danger, in which hee hazarded his 
perſon, and of theexample, which ſo many Princes 
and Nobles gaue them , they quickely recomforted 
themſelues, and aſſured their Captaines,rhey would 
live and die with their King. To: 

Whereupon his Maicſtie'by breake of the day 
-marſhalled his army in good order, and cenciuded 
to fight, keeping the fields dire&ly, which led tothe 
Crofle of 77e, diſtant, or remote from Saint Gr/es by 
onearmeof rhe ſea, which was now vnpaſlable. The 
enemy all this while was acquainted with what was 
done; and although they ſeemed much danced and 
appalledat the Kings approach in-ſfuch amaner, arid 
knew apparantly, that his anger was ſo much exaſpe- 
rared againſtthem , that he determined their deſtru- 
Ction; yet did they make good ſemblance, and reaſo- 
nablc expoſition. ' For Menfenr de Sonbize, and his 
valiant Lieutenant omitted nothing , wherein the 
office of a Commaunder was to be ſhewane, and the 
{eruice of a ſouldicr employed. - 

'Bue 


(7) 
' Butall was invaine : For when the timecame of 
their ioyning.and:charging together, which was 
cloſeto the paflage direQing to Saint 6#les,the king 
approched with that fury , and the Pinces followed 
withſuch willingneſſe', that at-che very firſt ſhocke, . 
and puſh of pike, they. began to ſtagger , which was. - 
quickly entertained by his Maieſtie, and ſo both. : 
horſe and foote poured many volleys of ſhot among - 
themamaine, and neuer left, 'till their foote were in + 
amanner defcated :-for the moſt parr of their horſe. 
reciuing the impoſſibility of recoucring the day, 
eft the foote,and thought to retire to Rochelk which 
when the other companies, not yer fought withall, 
rceiued; theyalfo made meanes ro eſcape : but the 
a preuented their haſtineſſe, being yet too low, 
whereby his Maicſties forces followed them all ouer. 
the ſtrands, and had a fearefull execution when they 
werethus put to rout. Foralthough many of them 
ſceing this extremitie threw downe their armes, and 
ſubmitted ro mercy, & as;many mingled themfelues 
with the kings forces by way of acknowledging his. 
ſoucraignty-- yer were there ſlaine out-right 500..- 
and diuers: hundreds flying into the Marſhes and 
villages were ſoone put to rhe ſword by the ſouldiers 
andpeaſlants. . | 
There were al{o taken priſoners a thoufand, with- 
all the Maſters of the campe, Captains and Officers, 
many Colours or-Enſignes ſurpriſed , their Canon = 
was violently ſeized on, three peeces of brafſe , and 
foure of tron, their baggage .and carriages were in- 
tercepted; and ina wordall that they had was ſpoy- 
led, diſordered, and oucrthrowne: yea Monſieur 
E B 2-- Sonbize 


(8) , | 
Soubize himſelfe cate into the hands ofthe Count 
de ta Roch-foucalt , but ecaped vpon a little nagge 
with much-adoe witha 120, horſe onely, who came 
to Rochell,;as ſorrowtfull meſſengers of this lamenta- 
ble defear,but they acquainted with the miſeries,and 
accidents of Fortune, and prepared toendure the 
ſtripes of affliction, wrapped vp all rogether in the 
boſome of ſorrow , and put into the Catalogue of 
former loſſes, and Gods indignation,who in his due 
timewould makean cnd of Seirariclts, and ſend 
- them no doubt the comfort of reconciliation with 
their Princeand Gouecrnour, - 
Whenthe King had thns preuailed the ſame day 
or if you will the fame night he logdedat 4ſpremont, 
whither one repaircd to aduertiſe him , that vpon 
the diſcouery ofthe enemies horſes about the Foord 
of the Marſhes; he had ſent fifty horſe or Carbines 
to keepe themplay, amongſt-whom twelue aduan- 
ced fo forward, being attended with the light-horſe, 
and followed with othermen of armes , andall vp- 
pon the Bridle, that comming to an encounter, ten 
of their enemies were taken, and the reſt attempting 
co ſaye themſclues by flight , were ouertaken by the 
Peſants , and ſlaine. This newes brought with ita 
kinde of ſecurity, ſo that his Maieſty might now 
take his reſt with alictle more quietnes, and the ſoul- 
dicrs haue the better refreſhing,conſidering there re- 
. mained'no apparent enemy to annoy them; and:if 
any Alarums chaunced, they might quickely bee ac- 
commodated , and freſh skouts , and per dues {eta- 
broad ; the ouer-wearied mi ght the better take their 
repoſe, * | : 
While 


EET (9). 
-- While the King refreſhed his Army and him- 

ſelfe at 4/premont, he called a Councell of warzeto 
determine his progmnge ; and becauſc he percei- 
ued the buſineſle of Roche/to be dangerous and diffi- 
tult che now deſiſted from ſo much as aconference 
conterning it, and onely went about the reducing 
ofthis Iland of Rye to his obedience : whereupon he 
ſentthe Count de /s Reche-fomcalt, to beſiege the Ca» 
ell of Chawne, or at leaſt to ſurprize it by Battery or 
otherwiſe : he rooke with him three thouſand foul- 
diers, and made his other prouifton ſutable to ſuch a 
buſiaes : the Caſtle it ſelfe was ſtrong, well furniſhed 
with ſouldiers, and now the better prepared, becauſe 
of them which eſcaped in the laſt defeate,8& quartred 
thetnſelues heere round about : yer nothing at this 
time preuayled againſt the Kings forces, For they 
gave ſohot an aflaulc, and ſeconded one another in 
Fic a manner, that they not onely ſeemed: more 
then they were, but encouraged one another to the 
preuayling : ſo that though the enemy made for the 
timecquall oppoſition, and might haue defended 
themſelues , it they had not beene thus terrified, and 
exatiimated : yetar laſt in the middeſt of the fight it 
was taken abour the eighteenth of Aprill ,a hundred 
and fafty men ſlaine, and foure hundred ſurprized as 
priſoners, of thoſe which called themſelues, and 
male, as itwere, anew head to interceptthe batrery, 
and preuent, as farre as they could, the expugna- 
"0. þYV. 8 | 

' White this was doing againſt Chahme , the Lord 
de Buyers Lieutenant of the foreſaid Count vnder- 
ſanding that Monſieur de Soubize was returned to- 
| B'3 " __ - _ 


(10) 
ward the Iland with the troopes , that had eſcaped 
with him,made vp againſt him,and charged himon. 
ly with thirty of the chicfeſt Gentlemen, who vpon 
their ſhrinking backe,as miſtruſting the kings forces 
ro be ncerer then they were, tooke thirty of Seabjees 
company priſoners , and rcrurned ro the king with 
the relation of the matter, who next day being the 
nineteenth: of Aprill drew. out. all his army moſt 
Priacely equipped and furniſhed , glorioully to. be. 
hold,and well marſhalled forapy enterpriſe, and this 
he did-in the fight of Seubize,, who: had retired him. 
ſelfe to a place of ſecurity, by.reaſon of the ſeas com. 
ming in,ſo that for therime it was vnacceſſable : and 
for the time the king ment onely to ſhew his great- 
nefſe, and firike as 1; were a terror vpon them , that 
they might remember themſelues , and returne to 
his obedience. 

This done,his Maicſty reſolued to march to Reyes 
and withall expedition to beſicge ir:for ſeeing hewas g 
abroad, he would now doe ſome thing worthy of his || 
labour, paines,preſence.trauel,and the endurances of 
his army which by this time increaſed,and was great 
and well appointed : for there accompanied him ma- 
ny Princes and noble Lords : by name the Prince of 
Conde, the Count Soiſons:my Lord of Fendoſme : the 
grand Prior, Duke de Fronfac, Duke de Retz, my 
Lords the Marſhals of Yitry, and of Praſlitn , Mon 
fieur de Scomberg , the Marqueſle of Courtenaen, the. 
Marqueſle of Nefſe, with many other Lords , and 
Gentlemen: of qualicie,, who had not onely done 

their deuoire1n this iourny ,. but were ready.to - 

ſpend their liues for his Maieſtie yvpon 
a . 
| Frederickt: 


N 
2 


a —_ 


Signed 
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